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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Authority: The Board of Trustees (herein referred to as “Board”) at The American 

University of Kurdistan (herein referred to as “AUK” or “University”) is authorized to 

establish rules and regulations to govern and operate the University and its 

programs. 

b. Purpose: This policy aims at overseeing research involving human subjects at AUK. 

c. Scope: This policy applies to all faculty and students as well as associate researchers 

who are conducting research at AUK using living individuals or pre-existing data that 

contain private information about living people. 
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III. DEFINTION 

Human Subjects: A living individual about whom a researcher (whether professional or 

student) conducts research that: (1) obtains information or biospecimens through 

intervention or interaction with the individual, and uses studies, or analyzes the information 

or biospecimens; or (2) obtains, uses, studies, analyzes, or generates identifiable private 

information or identifiable biospecimens.  

Intervention: 



https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
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may raise concerns, complaints, or questions about a research project by telephone, in 

writing, or in person to the Office of Grants Management or the IRB Chair.   

8. The IRB Chair and the Director of the Office of Grants Management are responsible for 

investigating concerns, complaints, and questions from subjects and any improprieties 

involving investigators or their staff. These issues are handled in a timely manner in 

order to assure the protection of human subjects, and the IRB holds any violators 

accountable to the applicable regulation.  

9. The IRB provides additional protections pertaining to research, development and 

related activities involving fetuses, pregnant women and in vitro fertilization of human 

ova, as well as for prisoners involved in research and additional safeguards in research 

when that research involves children, individuals institutionalized as mentally disabled 

and other potentially vulnerable groups in accordance with federal regulations. 

 

 

SANCTIONS 

Failure of researchers to comply with the requirements of this policy may result in 

administrative actions including removal from a human subjects research protocol, removal as 

PI from a research grant/contract, or termination from employment at AUK. Disciplinary action 

will be taken commensurate with the severity and/or frequency of the offense in accordance 

with relevant University policies. For further information, 
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Researcher agrees that he/she will not release or disclose any of the survey data in any 

manner except as expressly described in this Confidentiality Agreement, unless 

Researcher has received prior written authorization from AUK. 

4. Researcher agrees that he/she will promptly return the encrypted data obtained in the 

survey upon written request by AUK. Researcher further agrees that he/she will destroy 

the survey data when it is no longer needed for the purposes described in this 

Confidentiality Agreement.  

 

III. Data Protection 

Researcher shall explain the means and methods ensuring the encryption of data 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

By signing below, Researcher accepts and agrees to the terms and conditions set forth in this 

Confidentiality Agreement. 

 

Name and Title of Researcher: __________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Researcher: __________________                                        Date: ______________________  

 

 

 


